ENGLISH
TITOLO: Economic, consumer and stakeholder analysis of fair and sustainable agri-food chains and system
Progetto di ricerca
Agrifood supply chains play a key role in the economies of producer, processor and consumer countries: providing innovative and economically, socially and environmentally sustainable food products; contributing to local and global agrifood economies; having a sustainable impact; and ensuring food and nutrition security for consumers. 

Agrifood supply chains must be economically sustainable for all actors, from agricultural producers and processors, particularly small-scale ones, to consumers. The proper functioning and sustainability of food supply chains impact the profitability of each actor. 

The functioning of the agribusiness system is exposed to dynamics of globalization of production and consumption, concentration of food retailers and high fragmentation, lack of integration among different actors in the supply chain, and development of innovative and fair business models. 

In summary, the research fellow’s activities aim to contribute to the analysis of food supply chain management and economic dynamics. In particular, he/she will focus on: 

· analysis of economic and financial fairness along the agri-food supply chain; 

· analysis of business models of fair agribusiness supply chains;

· analysis of cost-structure and profitability of agri-food products along the supply chain;

· analysis of technological innovations useful for the development of business and supply chain strategies aimed at equity along the supply chain;

· study of the opinions and perspectives of economic actors in the supply chain from farms, processors, retailers through quantitative and qualitative interviews; 

· study of consumer perceptions toward innovative and economically, socially, nutritionally sustainable food products; 

· analysis of the functioning, equity and sustainability of agri-food supply chains.

The research activity will be conducted in English. The activities are part of the GourMed project (CUP J35F20000460005), financed by Directorial Decree no.1433 of 21/06/2021 (registered at the Court of Auditors on 09/07/2021 with number 2093) - OJ. General Series No. 173 of 21/07/2021.
Piano di attività
Activities will focus on:

(i) statistical-economic analysis of price transmission of agri-food products in the European market for analysis along agri-food supply chains;

(ii) contributing to structuring and data collection through face-to-face interviews and focus groups with agri-food supply chain actors in Italian and English on business economic and financial issues;

(iii) reviewing and mapping policies, regulations and governance actions that influence the functioning of food supply chains at the European, national, regional and local levels; 

(iv) contributing to consumer data collection through interviews, surveys related to market dynamics and new consumer trends (equity, fair trade, eat local, food business models) and case study analysis; 

(v) data processing through multivariate statistical techniques, including factor analysis, cluster analysis, regression

Training aspects related to the assignee's activities:

The skills acquired at the end of the activity period are:

- Knowledge of the literature related to the agribusiness supply chain, its dynamics and the concepts of food system and value chain;

- Knowledge of the cost structure of agribusiness production and management;

- Knowledge of qualitative and quantitative methods related to surveys with consumers and stakeholders of the agribusiness system;

- Ability to statistically process, organize and operationally manage surveys;

- Ability to manage a database with primary data, from cleaning to final processing;

- Ability to structure reporting activities, including defining and applying the most appropriate tools for analyzing the collected information (including knowledge of application software).

The listed activities will be carried out under the supervision of Prof. Antonella Samoggia, scientific project leader and mentor.
